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Respiratory Therapy FAQs

WHAT DOES AN RT DO?

A Respiratory Therapist, often referred to as an RT, supports the cardiopulmonary (heart and
lung) health of patients most often within acute care (hospital) and home health care
environments. RTs use medical gases, medications and equipment to provide treatments that
support airway management and health. RT is a direct patient care health profession.

IS THERE A CERTIFICATION REQUIRED TO BE AN RT?

Employers require that individuals who work in the respiratory therapist profession be licensed
through their state in order to practice. Students who complete the MSTC program take the
CRT examination which allows them to become licensed in the state of Wisconsin. In addition,
some employers require an RRT (Registered Respiratory Therapist) credential. Employers
generally expect the RRT credential to be secured within six months to two years of
employment if required. Students who complete the Mid-State Technical College program are
eligible to take this test.

WHAT IF | ALREADY HAVE A CERTIFICATE, DIPLOMA OR
DEGREE?

Students who have already completed college level work may be eligible to transfer credits in
for use in this program. Most commonly, students transfer in courses such as medical
terminology, anatomy and physiology and some general education courses. If you already have
an associate’s degree or higher, you may be eligible to transfer in all your general education
courses. Please note that some general education courses may still be required as they are
program specific

IS THERE A WAITING LIST FOR RT?

The RT program starts once a year each fall semester. Generally, upon admission, students are
assigned to the next fall semester for core classes. Occasionally, a longer wait exists. Please
consult with admissions for specifics on the semester when core classes are available.

DO | NEED TO DRIVE TO MARSHFIELD FOR THIS PROGRAM?

The RT program’s core classes are offered only on the Marshfield campus. General Education
and some other support courses, such as Medical Terminology, can be completed online or at
other campus locations.
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WHERE DO RT STUDENTS COMPLETE THEIR CLINICAL
EXPERIENCE?

RT students complete clinical at a variety of healthcare agencies throughout central Wisconsin.
Students should plan to travel, at their own expense, to clinical. Students may rotate clinical
sites throughout the year to access a variety of clinical experiences.

DO | NEED TO ATTEND PROGRAM ONBOARDING?

Program onboarding for RT is completed in-person and is required. Approximately two to
three months before you begin taking core program classes you will receive information on
when to attend program onboarding. The program onboarding provides another overview of
the program and its curriculum. It also helps to ensure you understand the policies and
procedures of the program.

WHAT IS CLINICAL HEALTH WORK?

Students enrolling in health programs that require clinical experiences must document some
information about their health including their record of immunizations for certain
communicable diseases, tuberculosis testing, and a background check. This information is
required by our clinical affiliates (sites where you will complete your clinical training). Students
complete the required health work using a private vendor called ViewPoint Screening. There is
an additional fee for this service that is the responsibility of the student.
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